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Mark 7:31-37 
 

I recently read a story that I’d like to share with you today.  
  It’s a story that illustrates the power of God’s love through human touch. 
 

A young married couple sat together on the city train heading home. 
  They looked as if they hadn't slept in days. 
    It was only early afternoon, but it had already become a long day. 
      The day had not gone well, especially the news they had just received.  
The two felt as though a huge door had just been slammed in their faces.  
 

The man glanced over and noticed a young boy across the aisle 
   sitting next to a woman who was napping.  
His gaze wandered over the child, absently examining each facet in turn, 
    when he realized that the boy was wearing a hearing aid.  
The man was fluent in Sign Language; both his parents were Deaf. 
   His first language had been ASL, American Sign Language. 
He signed to the boy, <Are you deaf?>  
 

The boy made no motion to answer,  
  turning his head away towards the window. 
    He pretended that he was interested in the flat scenery that was going by. 
      As the awkward silence stretched, the man began to wonder  
         whether he should have intruded.  
Finally, the boy turned to the man who had signed to him.  
   His down turned mouth and drooping shoulders sent a message:  
    The boy felt dejected.  
      <Something wrong?> the man's hands inquired.  
<Yes, wrong with me.> the boy responded.  
     <What's wrong with you?>.  
<I’m a bad boy.>  
    <Oh, who told you that?>  
<My mommy told me. I always make trouble.> 
    The child stopped signing for a moment  and shook his index finger 
       as if he were scolding someone. <'You will never amount to anything’.>  
        <Your mom said that?>  
 <No. Daddy told me that. And bad boys get punished!>  
    With that, the silent conversation ended, as the child, quaking visibly,    
       abruptly jumped to his feet and ran down the aisle to the bathroom.  
 

Although the exchange had been brief, it disturbed the man. 
   He wanted to learn more, so he tapped the lady on the shoulder. 
      “Excuse me…”  
Her eyes opened narrowly and she yawned. “Yes? Oh, where’s…”  
  He pointed in the direction the boy had fled.  
     “He went into the bathroom. You’re his mother?”  
 

“ No no,” came the reply “I’m with the Department for Children and Family 
    Services. His mother, well, both his parents were recently killed in an 
      automobile accident. So far, no family  has been willing to accept him.  



          He is to be placed a temporary foster home."  
 

That boy had been taught some very negative and harmful things, hadn't he? 
      Is it possible that this boy could ever feel good about himself?  
 

We’ll come back to that boy and his story later.  
 
In today’s gospel Jesus too encounters a deaf man. 
 

But perhaps the power of this story is not so much the healing that takes 
   place as the interaction between Jesus and the deaf man. 
I would suggest that what Jesus did before the man could hear and speak 
   is what is most important. 
 

Giving this man his hearing was secondary to what Jesus gave him before that.   

Let’s examine the text to see what that was.     
   The first thing to note: “Some people brought to Jesus a Deaf man.” 
      The word that is translated as “brought” is a form of the Greek word  
    which mean to “carry” or to “tote” much like you would a piece of luggage. 
 In other words, there is a good possibility that these people carried this man  
    to Jesus.  Maybe on a mat or stretcher. 
     Why? Deaf people can walk. Deaf people aren’t dumb or stupid. 
          Even a Deaf person could have known who Jesus was 
             and could have found him on his own, if he had wanted to.  
 

There is no indication that the Deaf man ever tried to ask Jesus for anything 
   or that he even wanted to meet him.  
It makes me wonder was he taken to Jesus against his wishes? 
  Notice, it took more than one person to bring him to Jesus. 
      So we have this group of people carrying a person to Jesus. 
But why here they doing it? 
 

In the ancient world, people believed that if a person was deaf, blind,  
   or disabled in some way, it was a sign of divine punishment.  
This implies that the individual is bad and getting what he/she deserved. 
       The Jews believed such people were unclean. 
Normally, they would avoid contact with them  
   because such contact would render them unclean as well. 
 

And so this man, probably deaf since birth or infancy,  
    would have learned early his lot in life,  
      his place in society as an unclean person living under God’s curse. 
He probably would not have felt worthy to approach Jesus  
   and risk contaminating him.  
     And so these people, careful not to touch him,  
somehow get him get him on a stretcher and carry him to Jesus 
 

How Jesus treats the man is powerful.  
   First of all he takes him aside for a close encounter. 
    The disciples would have been extremely distressed;  
       they might have cautioned Jesus to stay away from the unclean person. 



The way Jesus treats the man can teach us a lot. 
    Jesus is not afraid that physical contact might make him become unclean.  
 

He touches him.  
  Touch is so very important that Jesus uses it as his way of communicating. 
Jesus shows the deaf man he is going to help his hearing  
    by inserting his fingers into the man's ears. 
 This is a personal kind of touch.  
     When is that last time you placed your fingers into someone else's ears? 
       Have any of you ever placed your fingers into someone else's ears?  
What if I were to ask you right now: 
    turn to your neighbor now and put your fingers into his or her ears?  
 

Jesus' touch and the fact that this man allowed him to do so shows  
  that there was something about Jesus that made this man feel that this was ok. 
 

What does Jesus do next? 
  Next, he spits into his own hand and with his spit he touches the man’s tongue. 
      Suppose I were to ask you to turn to your neighbor now and...  
 

The disciples would have been horrified.  
 

Finally, notice Jesus’ words: Ephatha  Be Open 
  Jesus is not talking only about his ears and his mouth, 
      He’s talking about his whole person: Be open 
 

Perhaps for the first time in the life of this deaf man, 
    another human being has accepted him as an equal, 
        touched him deeply, and treated him with respect. 
 
The man's whole life is opened up, as it never had been before. 
    He has no reason to fear God.  
He’s just had a close, intimate, encounter with God’s Son, and it was a good!  
 

Jesus could have just given him his hearing and nothing more.  
   That would have cured the man's physical disorder, but nothing more.  
Instead, Jesus chose to accept him and embrace him in love. 
 That’s what he really needed.  
 
Back to our train story: 
   The news the couple had received that morning was  
      that they couldn’t conceive children of their own. 
After some time and reflection they too were opened; 
   They opened their hearts and home;  
      And they adopted that boy on the train.  
 

They taught him he was special, not bad. 
    They taught him that God loved him and that Jesus died for him.  
When he misbehaved, they corrected him. 
   They also embraced him and taught him about forgiveness.  
 



It took a while for the damage to be repaired, 
  but, over time, it happened.  
 

He stopped saying, “I’m bad” and started saying, “I’m God’s child.”  
 

It was as though Jesus himself had reached out,  
   taken him aside privately, touched him personally and told him,  
    “Ephphatha!” Be open!  
 

And that’s the power of God’s love through human touch. 
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